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This report concentrates on local marine debris issues from industry 
sources (such as fisheries). A breakdown of general public litter (food 
packaging, baby wipes etc) is not handled here. There are national 
campaigns that concentrate on general public litter, for example the 
MCS and SOS.

The litter reported here does include general public rubbish found on 
Norfolk beaches, but the breakdowns only highlight industry litter (with 
the exception of balloons for the Norfolk County Council’s Balloon and 
Sky Lantern Release Charter). 

https://www.mcsuk.org/what-you-can-do/join-a-beach-clean/beachwatch-2022-what-you-found/
https://www.sas.org.uk/resource/brand-audit-report-2022/
https://www.norfolkrecycles.com/communityaction/balloons/balloon-and-sky-latern-charter-pledge/
https://www.norfolkrecycles.com/communityaction/balloons/balloon-and-sky-latern-charter-pledge/


Who cleans Norfolk’s beaches?

Winterton Community Litter Pick

Sheringham Beach Cleans

Individuals



Where is the data from?
● Data has been collected from:

○ The MCNAG beach clean data form
○ MCS Beachwatch
○ Norfolk Beach Cleans
○ Seasearch East

● Not all beach cleans are reported
● Not all reported beach cleans collect data
● Not all data are in the same format or contain the same 

information
● Some of the data are estimations
● Data tends to be self-reported

What are the limitations of the data?

https://marineconservationfornorfolkactiongroup.wordpress.com/
https://www.mcsuk.org/what-you-can-do/join-a-beach-clean/
https://www.norfolkbeachcleans.co.uk/
http://www.seasearcheast.org.uk/


● 23 recorded beach cleans
● 51 bags of rubbish plus another 30 kg

○ Including 5 crab pot coatings
● 0 crab pots
● 2 canisters
● 8 nets
● 20 pieces of large rope
● 1 buoy
● Polystyrene / foam present

Fisheries gear found in King’s Lynn & West Norfolk



Fisheries gear found in North Norfolk
● 143 recorded beach cleans
● 109 bags of rubbish plus 

another 31 kg
○ Including 2270 crab pot 

coatings
● 82 crab pots
● 45 canisters
● 9 nets
● 51 pieces of large rope
● 13 buoys
● Polystyrene / foam present

Underwater, divers reported 
(approx):

● 60 pots 
● rope and net



Fisheries gear found in Great Yarmouth

● 54 recorded beach cleans
● 13 bags of rubbish plus 

another 1001 kg
○ Including 2 crab pot 

coatings
● 0 crab pots
● 4 canisters
● 0 nets
● 1 pieces of large rope
● 2 buoys
● Polystyrene / foam present



Fishery gear found per beach clean by area (from the 
MCNAG beach clean data form only)

● The highest number of crab pots found per 
beach clean were in East Runton, followed 
by West Runton

● Crab pot coatings were the most 
numerous item found, with the highest 
concentration in Sheringham

● Buoys weren’t found very often, but the 
highest numbers were in 
Wells-next-the-Sea and Winterton-on-Sea

● Sea Palling was the location for the most 
ropes found

● Nets were reported from both West and 
North Norfolk

● Canister numbers peaked in Sheringham 
and West Runton

● Locations south of Winterton-on-Sea are 
excluded as no data were submitted via 
the MCNAG beach clean data form for this 
area



Reported number of balloons or balloon fragments found on Norfolk beaches from May 
to December 2022



Data collected by MCNAG were used to help 
promote the Norfolk District Council’s Balloon 
and Sky Lantern Release Charter

https://www.norfolkrecycles.com/communityaction/balloons/balloon-and-sky-latern-charter-pledge/
https://www.norfolkrecycles.com/communityaction/balloons/balloon-and-sky-latern-charter-pledge/


2022 highlights

● The East of England Plastics Coalition 
(EEPC) Marine Debris Working Group ran 
a pilot project in North Norfolk and the 
Wash at the beginning of 2022 (funded by 
Natural England)

● Beach cleaners rallied together to collect 
marine debris to be analysed and recycled

● The hope is to find a way to increase the 
recycling of marine debris in the region

Image from Odyssey Innovation

https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/environment/enhancing-the-environment/our-plastics-pledge/east-of-england-plastics-coalition/


● MCNAG launched a Found fisheries gear 
database

● Beach cleaners and divers can report found gear
● The database allows the recording of types, 

amounts and locations of lost gear
● Efforts are made to:

○ Collaboratively remove items from the 
beach

○ Reunite usable gear with the owner (via 
EIFCA)

○ Recycle unclaimed gear 
○ Donate unclaimed gear to artists

● The form for reporting found gear is here

https://www.eastern-ifca.gov.uk/
https://airtable.com/shr0l6LpJFQ6zJL7B


● Local beach cleaners and Precious Plastic 
East are working together to recycle 
marine debris into useful items

● So far, Precious Plastic East have used 
crab pot coatings, broken beach toys, and 
rope to create products

Images from Precious Plastic East

https://preciousplasticeast.co.uk/
https://preciousplasticeast.co.uk/


● Thanks to Norfolk Beach Cleans and Plastic 
Free Cromer, there are now beach toy borrow 
boxes in 5 locations around the county’s coast

● Members of the public can place unwanted or 
found beach toys in wooden bins for other 
people to use

Top photo from https://www.norfolkbeachcleans.co.uk/

https://www.norfolkbeachcleans.co.uk/
https://plasticfree.org.uk/community/cromer/
https://plasticfree.org.uk/community/cromer/


● There are now nineteen 2 Minute Beach 
Clean Stations around the Norfolk coast

● Members of the public can use the 
equipment to pick up litter

Map from https://2minute.org/

https://2minute.org/
https://2minute.org/


● A week-long art exhibition, with 
workshops, highlighting beach litter was 
held at Artspace on the Prom

● It featured artwork from Ann Jones, 
Elizabeth Beston, and Emma Sturman

https://www.instagram.com/grannyplastic/
https://www.instagram.com/elizabethbeston/
https://www.norfolkbeachcleans.co.uk/shop

